
 

Psych1012 An Evidence Based Approach 1 

Tutorial for Assignment 2: Short essays 

 

Individual activity 

Do the online tutorial at: http://npi.articulate-online.com/8598828634  

 

Group activity 1: Create a discussion 

Look at the example discussion on the next page.  With another student, choose a 

different short essay topic and script a similar discussion.  Include the following 

moves in your discussion: 

1. Outline the topic to be discussed 
2. Give your position 
3. Give reasons in favour of your position 
4. Give reasons against your position (counter arguments) 
5. Explain why your position is stronger than the counter arguments 
6. Summarise reasons in favour and against and give your position again 

 

Group activity 2: Act out your discussion to the class 

As you are listening to other students’ discussions, check if they have made all the 

moves listed above.  

 

Group activity 3: Turn discussion language into academic language 

Take your discussion script and try writing a few sections in more formal, 

academic style language.  
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Example discussion 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



Tips for your short argumentative essay 

The following information is a summary of the tutorial found at 

http://npi.articulate-online.com/8598828634  

Steps to argumentative essay success 
You may not follow these steps in this order, but this is a good checklist for your 
short essays 

1. Think about your current position on the topic 

2. Research the topic 

3. Decide on your position (you may have changed your mind based on your 

research – that is fine) 

4. Work out the reasons and evidence that support your position 

5. Find out if there are arguments against your position 

6. Work out why arguments against your position are wrong 

7. Write a draft essay based on the ‘moves’ shown in this tutorial 

8. Work on your essay draft to refine it in the following areas: 

 evidence and referencing 

 academic language and flow 
 
There are lots of different ways of saying position – it’s confusing! 
Some different ways of saying position are:  

argument conclusion hypothesis 

thesis statement standpoint viewpoint 

point of view   
 
The funny thing is that we don’t use these words in our essays!  We definitely 
have a position on the essay topic but we can’t say: 
My position is ….  Or  My thesis statement is ……. 
That’s because we don’t talk about ourselves at all in this type of essay.  We 
present our position as the best position based on reason and evidence – not a 
personal opinion. 
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Putting your position statement into academic language 
Here are some examples of position statements and some more academic 
sounding examples.  There are many ways to write these in an academic style.  
How would you do it?  
 
Deception in research is never OK 
Example academic versions 

 There are no circumstances under which deception is an acceptable practice in 
research. 

 Deception is not a valid technique in research. 
 
It is always OK to use deception in research 
Example academic versions 

 Deception is an acceptable technique in research. 

 The choice to use deception in research is always valid.  
 
Deception in research is sometimes OK 
Example academic versions 

 Deception is an acceptable technique to use in research in certain 
circumstances. 

 If the research need is important enough and participants will not be harmed, 
deception is a valid practice in research. 

 

Structure of an argumentative essay 

Here is a quick guide to how to structure your essay: 

Introduction 

 Outline the topic to be discussed 

 Give your position 
 
Body (this is usually several paragraphs) 

 Give reasons in favour of your position 

 Give reasons against your position (counter arguments) 

 Explain why your position is stronger than the counter arguments 
 
Conclusion 

 Summarise reasons in favour and against and give your position again 
 

  



Adding evidence to your essay 

Here is an example of evidence that has been added to support a reason why 

deception can be acceptable in research: 

 

point. In some research studies, if participants knew all the information about the 

study, they would change their responses.  Therefore, the research results would 

not be accurate.  For example, Ahmad and Jones (1998) conducted research on 

binge eating among adolescents.  They separated 120 participants into two 

groups and asked all participants to complete a food diary over one month.  The 

first group was told that the focus of the research was binge eating, while the 

second group was told the research was about food allergies. The researchers 

found that when participants knew about the binge eating focus, they were more 

likely to lie in their food diaries. Similar research by Wallace (2010) also supports 

the idea that when finding out the truth about how people behave is extremely 

important, and if there is no other way, some deception in research studies is an 

acceptable option.   

 

Note: The research projects in this example are made up, so don’t use them in 
your own essay! 
 
Here’s some important points to consider about evidence in your essays: 

 How much you explain the reasons that support your position and how much 

evidence you give will depend on the essay’s word count. 

 A 2,000 word essay will have more, but you still need to explain and give 

evidence in a 500 word essay.    

 Finally, remember that a strong essay includes both evidence supporting your 

position and evidence supporting counter arguments. The trick is to explain 

why the evidence supporting counter arguments is not convincing, while the 

evidence supporting your position is! 



Brush up on referencing in APA 

Check out these videos: 
Referencing starter pack 
Referencing for online sources 
Formatting your reference list 
 

Academic language 

Here is an example of conversational language changed to be more formal and 
academic: 
 
Well, In some research, if participants knew all the information about the study,  
they would change their responses.  So Therefore, the research results wouldn’t 
be would not be accurate. Sometimes When finding out the truth about 
something how people behave is really  extremely important, and if there is no 
other way, then using some deception is not so bad an acceptable option.  
 

So you see, sometimes In some cases, deception is the only way to get important 
information collect vital information accurately and If deception doesn’t cause 
harm and participants are told about it afterwards informed about the deception 
after the research, I think it’s OK it can be a valid technique. 
 

For more information on writing in a formal style, check out this video: 

Formal writing video 

 

Flow in your essay 

What is flow? Basically, a piece of writing flows if the reader doesn’t feel lost.  
They can follow what the writer is saying and it makes sense. There are some easy 
ways to improve your writing’s flow.  Check out this video for my top tips: 
 

Paragraphs that pop video 
 

 

https://youtu.be/Ad537sabfPM?list=PLXXe9Dntb_7G_jdpHZnqpaAsmEcB2GBTu
https://youtu.be/vBSEEp3IRSE?list=PLXXe9Dntb_7G_jdpHZnqpaAsmEcB2GBTu
https://youtu.be/gtBn_ICG8us?list=PLXXe9Dntb_7G_jdpHZnqpaAsmEcB2GBTu
https://youtu.be/s2gYq6KbhfA?list=PLN3kZ8bfmMJN2-EdLyE7_rOZo8o3IpFlv
https://youtu.be/O5wo7u_Dwd8?list=PLXXe9Dntb_7G_jdpHZnqpaAsmEcB2GBTu

