
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use these questions to guide your reading 
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Background 
- Who wrote it? 
- Is it based on a particular 

theory or approach? 
- What was the author’s 

purpose in writing it? 
 

 

Overall conclusion 

- Is the main conclusion believable - based 

on the ideas, arguments and evidence 

presented? 

- What are the implications of this conclusion 

in the real world? 

 

 

Evidence 

- Is there evidence to support 

the author’s ideas? 

- Is the evidence believable / 

of good quality? 

 

Balance 

- Are alternative ideas / 

research discussed, or 
just those of the author? 

Limitations 

- Are there problems with 

the ideas or evidence? 

- Does the author 

recognise these 

limitations? 

Critical Reading 

Strengths  

- Are there strong arguments or 

evidence? 

- Are the arguments or evidence 

stronger than in other sources? 
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Critical Reading Notes: Use this sheet to record your thoughts about what you’re reading 

Background 

- Who wrote this? 
- Is it based on or linked to a 

particular theory or approach? 
- What was the author’s 

purpose in writing it? 
 

 

Evidence 

- Is there evidence to support 
the author’s ideas? 

- Is the evidence believable / of 
good quality? 

 

 

Strengths  

- Are there strong arguments or 
evidence? 

- Are the arguments or evidence 
stronger than in other 
sources? 

 

 

Limitations 

- Are there problems with the 
ideas or evidence? 

- Does the author recognise 
these limitations? 

 

 

Balance 

- Are alternative ideas / 
research discussed, or just 
those of the author? 

 

 

Overall conclusion 

- Is the main conclusion 
believable based on the ideas, 
arguments and evidence? 

- What are the implications of 
this conclusion in the real 
world? 

 

Other comments or ideas 

about this reading 
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